Curriculum and Assessment
Information Evening
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In Writing do you know what a ‘conjunction’ is?
What is 330minutes in hours and minutes?

Do children need to know how to spell experience by
Year 4 or 6?

Who wrote The Secret Garden?

Aims of the briefing
Give an insight into why levels have been removed
and the principles of assessment
Share the new curriculum and how we are
implementing it for our children
Explain what age related expectations (ARE) are
Share what progress and assessment will look like
this year and how it will be reported

Removal of levels – Why?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-q5vrBXFpm0

Starting point:
Tim Oates - Chair of the expert panel reviewing the
National Curriculum

 No other countries use them
 Children can all achieve level 2 but have different
strengths and areas for development because it is
best fit
 The label of a level can limit children’s academic
potential
 Children rushed through levels without ensuring
children had mastered the key skills fluently before
moving on.

Life after levels
By removing levels we will allow teachers greater flexibility in the way that
they plan and assess pupils’ learning.
DfE (2014)
The removal of levels was based on the principle that schools are best placed
to develop their own high-quality formative assessment systems, which are
diagnostic
Schools should focus on fewer things in greater depth
Focus on understanding key concepts NOT moving at a fast pace through
levels- progress should involve developing deeper or wider understanding, not
just moving on to more difficult work

Curriculum- the basis of all we do…
The national curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the
essential knowledge that they need to be educated citizens. It
introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said; and helps
engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement
DfE (2014)
Our children need the skills to tackle jobs that currently don’t exist,
solve problems that we don’t know are there and create inventions to do
things that we only dream of.

So what does that mean for us?

Our school based curriculum

We have begun the journey of moving towards a skills based, integrated
curriculum, where learning has a clear context, purpose and outcome.

We want to develop life learning skills of enquiry, research, analyse and
prioritise, assimilating, explaining, discuss, justify, listen and appreciate.
Subject leaders are developing a progression of skills in all subjects

Assessment –
2 forms of assessment at GJS:

Assessment OF learning
Assessment FOR learning

Assessment OF learning
Age related expectations

• Required standard at different points through a child’s
cognitive development- MILESTONES
• This reflect the minimum expectation for each child and
does not cap their learning – there are the floor, not the
ceiling!
• National Tests at End of Key Stage

• Catch up, Keep up and those who have met ARE deepen and
broaden to apply the skills
• Reported to parents during Parent Evening and end of year
report

Assessment – Age related expectations
 We have developed milestone documents alongside other
local schools to track and assess develop throughout the
year.
 Milestone One has been shared with you at the Autumn
term Parent Consultations

What does Age Related Expectations
mean to me?
Working toward:
Your child is not yet independently secure in all the
skills required for that term/year group

Working at:
Based on the range evidence, over time, you child is
secure in the key expectations for that term/year
group

Working at greater depth:
Your child is able to use and apply the relevant skills,
independently in arrange of contexts including self
directed learning.

Deepening and Broadening

Assessment FOR learning
What it is it?

 Part of our daily teaching to check for understanding
 Informs the next steps in the learning process
Assessment for learning is formative (ongoing and
continuous) and takes many forms including:
 Work produced at all stages of a lesson or unit
 Questions posed and answered and the depth of their
explanations
 Conversations had with adults or other children
 Resources that the children use to support their learning
 Verbal presentations

English

English NC Aims fluency – clarity – accuracy - coherence
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for
a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly
their understanding and ideas
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

Mathematics
The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils:
 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through
varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over
time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability
to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.
 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing
relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument,
justification or proof using mathematical language

 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of
routine and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication,
including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and
persevering in seeking solutions.

Year 6 - SAT’s

‘We can’t give full information about what the scale will look like yet. We need to

wait until pupils have taken the tests and the tests have been marked before we can
set the national standard and the rest of the scale. We can’t set the scale in
advance; this cohort is the first that has reached the end of key stage 2 having
studied sufficient content from the new national curriculum. If we were to set the
scale using data from pupils that had studied the old national curriculum, it is likely it
would be incorrect.
We do know the scale will have a lower end point below 100 and an upper end point
above 100. Once we have set the national standard we will use a statistical technique
called ‘scaling’ to transform the raw score into a scaled score. We will publish this
after the first tests have been administered.
A pupil’s scaled score will be based on their raw score. The raw score is the total
number of marks a pupil receives in a test, based on the number of questions they
answered correctly. The pupil’s raw score will be translated into a scaled score using a
conversion table. A pupil who achieves the national standard will have demonstrated
sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.’
Department for Education July 2015

What tests are involved?
English
 Reading Paper (1 hour
made up of one reading
booklet which contains a
selection of texts)

 Grammar and punctuation
paper (45 minutes)
 Spelling paper (No time
limit, dictation)

Maths

Arithmetic Paper (36
questions in 30
minutes)
Two reasoning papers
(40 minutes)

Our commitment to our children…
To provide experiences so that children are
challenged and stimulated through a creative
curriculum that ensures all children excel from
their starting points.
To work with parents to support our children to
achieve the expectations of the new
curriculum…in readiness for the next stage of
their learning and for adult life in an ever
changing world.

Thank you.
Questions
Self assessment

